Michoel Pruzansky and Yitzy Bald talk shop —and teach JE what album-production takes

IT'S BEEN THREE YEARS SNCE MICHCEL PRUZANSKY'S DEBUT ALBUM ASHRECHA
hit the maiket--and three yars that many have be@ wondaing when the next one's caning.
But after considerable exercising d our staff's considerable pele-dasing &il Is, JE was albe to
sit down with Michod and produce Yitzy Bald for a fun, faksy interview that takes yu behind
the seres (bn't you hate that cliché?) ¢ the aedion of Pruzbul, the ariously-named rew
Pruzansky album that'l | be gopearing a1 sheves aound Rosh Hashanah time--as wll as what
it's like to malke an allum. Trust me: You had no idea.

NEW RELEASE

YITZY BALD PRESENTS

JE: Isn't it kind of ridiculous to name a msic
album “Pruzbul”? What's the dea?

Michoel Pruzansky [MP]: Let's see
[laughs]... I'm going to let Yitzy start with
that one. Yitzy Bald [YB]: Alright—but
you're answering the next question!
[laughs] There's a famous Gemara about
Hillel Hazaken. See, in his time, chessed
had stopped being done because the
way a loan works is that it expires after
seven years. Now, what happened?

People stopped giving loans ‘cause they
knew that after seven years, they'd lose
their money. Loaning money, helping
another Yid, is one of the biggest mitzvos.
But people stopped doing this chessed.
So Hillel established the Pruzbul of Beis Din,
which was not canceled after seven
years, in the Shmittah year. If not for the
Pruzbul, chessed would have been lost
from Klal Yisroel. So part of the song
Pruzbul goes, “Hillel metaken haolam im
pruzbul"—the theme of the song, and the
album, is to do chessed.

JE: Well, let’s give the title trad a listen.
[Yitzy Bald plays Pruzbul]

JE: Wow! This ng really pounds.
YB: There's a lot of technical detail in the
styles you're hearing.

JE: | can tdl—but the mesage is aquite, um, gimulating.
Almog makes me art to gt up and dance.

YB: That's the idea. The message is a
gevaldike message.

JE: How long has he altum taken to produce?
MP: Three years.

JE: Why 0 long?

MP: Because anything good takes time.
Yitzy and | put our heart and soul into this
album—we spent thousands of hours,
months just choosing songs. All the
arrangements were custom made, and
then, when we had ten songs, all the
arrangements had to be made to our liking.

We changed many ideas many times. We
chose our intros, endings, shtick, which is
why it's a superior product.

YB: Like all good albums, we came up with
better songs. We would pick songs and
then dump them for even better songs.
We worked on every detail, every note,
every instrument; we really left no stone
unturned.

JE: When did it start?

MP: | actually met Yitzy at a Bar Mitzvah
where he was performing as a one-man
band.  Then we started talking shop, went
to his studio in his house, stayed up half the
night and decided to do an album.

JE: What was he hardeg part of production?
MP: Picking songs. We would work on a
tune for months and then decide not to use
it. But we ended up with five songs by Yitzy,
one from Yossi Green, two by Yitzy Waldner
including a brand-new English song, one
song by Yochanan Shapiro, and even one
from Dov Shurin.

YB: It took a long time to prepare the songs.

| think composers and singers need to
remember that when people buy an
album, they want ten good songs, not one
or two. That's why we're really excited.

JE: Well, let’'s hear arother one d those gea

“Yitzy and | put our heart and soul into this album...

smgs. ‘Wu pick
one.

YB: Okay, let's
play Hu
Yevaser.

[Plays song]

JE: That's quite a doir!
YB: That's [noted choirmaster] Mo Kiss’
choir.

JE: That's somehing dse. | dn't know if I've
heard that style ;1 a Jewish album beore.
YB: He's very talented.

JE: Are they on ather songs?

YB: Let’s listen to Taaseh Mitzvah. That's the
other theme song of the album.

[Plays song]

JE: This is fairly Isradi in style... what was
that?
YB: That was Mo’s chevra again.

JE: Vay credive.

MP: There’s a lot of chiddush going on here,
but it's not an unsingable melody. All the
pieces come together at the end with a
vocal-only ending.

JE: Bestes he album, what have you been doing
in the interim?

MP: Well, I've been very, very busy doing
concerts and weddings all over the
country: LA, Houston, Cleveland, Toronto,
and the NY metro area, and, of course,

All the arrangements were aigom



